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Responsibilitiestc "Rules & Regulations"
All entrants and guests of the tournament are participating at their own risk.  In no way is 

The Bradenton Yacht Club, Hernando De Soto Historical Society, Inc., Conquistador Historical Foundation, their staffs, Board of Director’s, officers, sponsors or committee to be held liable for injuries or loss of life or property damage as a result of participation in this event.

Eligibility

Anglers (charter, commercial and/or professional) are eligible to participate.  Any person convicted of any fishing violation(s) during the past five (5) years is not eligible.

Boats, Registrations & Fees

The number of entries will be limited, and registration may be closed based upon the number of entries without further notice. There will be an entry fee of $125 per Junior Division boat, $300 per Inshore, $400 per Nearshore boat and $500 per Offshore boat up to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 3, 2009 (includes tax).  Any boat registering after 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 3, 2009 (providing space is available) will be required to pay an entry fee of $175 per Junior Division boat, $350 per Inshore boat, $450 per Nearshore boat and $550 per Offshore boat (includes tax). Jr. Division and Inshore include refundable measuring board fee of $25. Duplicate “good faith” payments may be required at the time of registration if an entry form was not received by the committee (or at headquarters) by noon on Friday, July 10, 2009. Qualified entries will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis.  All boats should meet federal and state safety regulations for its size.  The official tournament radio channel is 72 VHF.  All official tournament information will be broadcast on this channel.  All boats will be assigned an “Official Tournament Number Card” which must be displayed in a prominent place on the vessel at all times.  Any vessel that is operated in an unsafe and/or unsportsmanship manner shall be immediately ineligible to receive prizes.  Each team is allowed to enter only one (1) boat and one (1) crew.  No more than six (6) crew members per vessel, including Captain and Mate.  No substitutions in crew members can or will be made after registration closes on the day of the event.  Only bait fish are allowed on any boat prior to the tournament start.  Delivery of bait to any boat will be prohibited after the start of the Captain’s Meeting.  NOTE:  Federal Maritime Law holds the captain of the vessel responsible for the actions of his boat, its wake and its crew.
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Captain’s Meeting

A tournament briefing will be held for Captains and their crews at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, 

July 10, 2009 at the Bradenton Yacht Club, located at 4307 Snead Island Road, Palmetto.  The purpose of this meeting is to review the rules and regulations and discuss any last minute tournament rule changes and questions.  A team member must register his team at this meeting.  Each team will receive a “goodie bag”.  All Inshore teams will receive their tournament measuring boards at this time..

Tackle Classification

All line classes may be fished during the event.  Fish must be caught by hook and line and on conventional rods and reels.  Spinning, casting and fly tackle are acceptable.  Deep trolling devices are acceptable.  Electric reels are prohibited.  For those who wish to have their fish qualify for IGFA world or state records, specific IGFA rules must be checked prior to June 1, 2009. 
Species and Scoring

Eligible species are listed on the Point Schedule.  The point system will be based upon the type and size of the fish and will determine the winning boat.  Each boat will be allowed to enter up to six (6) fish for judging during the event.  Fish selected and entered by the Captain at weigh-in shall include a maximum of two (2) fish per species.
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All billfish - blue marlin, white marlin, swordfish, sailfish and spearfish - receive standard point allotments.  An Atlantic HMS Angling Permit is required; permit number must be included on entry form.  Points will not be awarded per pound.  This tournament committee strongly encourages the release of billfish.  An official billfish catch and/or release will be credited after the following occurrences take place:
· All tackle including leaders must comply with IGFA Regulations. However, line size and minimum fish size will not apply in order to weigh in billfish for this tournament.  
· The swivel touches the rod tip for the first time or the mate takes control of the leader.

· Minimum size for sword/sailfish is three feet. We will provide a yardstick.
· The billfish and your boat’s “Official Tournament Number Card” is clearly pictured in a Polaroid, self-developing photograph, digital picture and/or video with a means to view.  

· The billfish and the boat’s “Official Tournament Number Card” must be clearly visible in your photograph, digital picture or video well enough to identify the species of billfish and your boat’s “Official Tournament Number Card”.
· The Tournament Committee will not provide any special equipment with which to photograph, video or view.

All boats submitting released billfish entries must also submit an affidavit signed by all occupants of the vessel, which attests to: 

· The time of day caught.

· The name of angler who caught the fish.

· The species of fish.

· The fact that all aspects of tournament’s Rules and Regulations were adhered to at all times.

Junior Division Team

The Junior Division category is an inshore only division.  Parents will be required to sign an affidavit for every junior angler fishing on a junior team confirming their knowledge of the Rules and Regulations, authorizing their participation in the tournament and consenting to a polygraph test.  Proof of age is required.  Junior boats must consist of anglers under the age of 18 years as of Friday, July 10, 2009.  Junior teams will be given a reduced entry fee of $125 to the start of the tournament (includes tax and $25 refundable measuring board deposit).  Cash Awards and prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place specifically for “Junior Only” teams.  Additional prizes may be available depending on the number of participants.  All other rules and regulations of the Inshore Adult Division apply to the “Junior Only” teams except that they must register their fish at the Bradenton Yacht Club between 11:00 - 12:00 on Sunday afternoon, July 12, 2009.  
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All teams and crew may be subjected to taking a polygraph test by a certified examiner that has been selected by the Tournament Committee.  One (1) member (not necessarily the Captain) of each team will be selected to take the polygraph test.  The Game and Fish Laws of the State of Florida, all recreation fishing laws and regulation limits will be adhered to.  It is imperative that the Tournament Rules and Regulations be clearly understood since they will be strictly enforced to give each team an equal chance.  The major rewards of this tournament are healthy competition, fun and fellowship.  We expect all participants to uphold the highest standards of honesty and sportsmanship in the competition.  Each entrant should select a “buddy boat” to assist in the event of mechanical failure or breakdown.  The entire crew and Captain of the entered vessel must be present at the time of weigh-in.  A maximum of six (6) anglers, including Captain and Mate, are allowed on a team.

Beginning & Ending Fishing Times

For Offshore Divisions only, fishing begins immediately following the close of the Captain’s Meeting on Friday, July 10, 2009.  For Junior & Inshore/Nearshore on Saturday, July 11, 2009, check-in time starts at 6:30 a.m. with a shot gun start at 7:00 a.m.  All boats in Junior, Inshore and Nearshore Divisions shall check-in with the Committee Boat before being allowed to fish.  The Committee Boat will remain anchored until 8:00 a.m. for boats to check-in.  Any boat that has not checked in shall come to The Bradenton Yacht Club and check-in with the Tournament Committee before they will be allowed to fish.  The Committee Boat will be anchored directly north of De Soto Landing.  All boats shall proceed past the stern of the Committee Boat with all of the members of their team on deck and with the “Official Tournament Number Card” clearly displayed.  Before teams can proceed they will need to wait until the Committee Boat members call out the boat number.  All Divisions are responsible for meeting their division weigh-in time on Sunday, July 12, 2009.

Fishing Areas

Offshore Division fishing teams may venture as desired.  Nearshore Division fishing teams shall be allowed to venture out to, but not beyond, the 83.0 - 40 minutes longitude line - approximately 55 miles west.  Inshore Division fishing teams are restricted to the west coast of Florida.  If you are wade fishing, the boat must be anchored.  The anchor must remain set until everyone is on board.  All boats must report to weigh-in by water.
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Weigh-in

All fish need to be of legal size to weigh-in and must be brought to the Bradenton Yacht Club by the boat on which they were caught, on Sunday, July 12, 2009.  11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon for Junior Division, 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. for Inshore Division, 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Nearshore Division and 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. for Offshore Division.  All members of the crew must be present at that time.  All boats must be in the water to weigh-in fish.  Weigh-ins will be conducted in the order in which the boats check in.  The six (6) fish being weighed-in shall be placed on the dock by one (1) designated member of that boat’s crew.  The boat must be removed from the dock immediately after the weigh-in.  Final determination of species will be made by the Weigh-in Master and/or the Tournament Committee.  The Tournament Committee and/or Weigh-in Master reserve the right to disqualify, or disallow, any fish.

Photographed/Released Fish

Refer to the Point Chart for eligible species.  A combination of points per fish per inch will be awarded in the Inshore/Junior Division, points per fish per pound in the Offshore Division.  This point system will determine total points awarded for all fish.  Lengths of fish will be rounded down if fish is less than ½” line.  Fish will be rounded up if fish is touching or over ½” line. Fish tails should not be pinched while photographed on board.  PHOTOS OF FISH WITH PINCHED TAILS WILL NOT BE AWARDED POINTS. A maximum of six (6) Polaroid, self-developing or Digital photos will be allowed. Hard copies and memory card must be presented for digital images. Any evidence of image manipulation the team will be disqualified...

The boat’s “Official Tournament Card Number” and the length measurement must be clearly visible in the weigh-in photographs with the fish’s nose at the zero inch (0”) mark.

Tie Breaker

In the event that two (2) teams tie with points, the following tie breakers will apply:

· Single largest point fish shall be awarded the Highest Place Award.

· In the event the above is a tie, the first team to weigh-in shall be awarded the Highest Place Award.
Division Registration
Regardless of teams Total Points their score will only count against the teams in the division they originally registered in. 
